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The First Presbyterian Church Pleasant Valley 

Vol. 13  No. 9 

October 2012 

THE PRES 

Pg. 4 

Pg. 3 

Pg. 2 

Pg. 6 

Pg. 5  

Pg. 7 

 

Greetings in the name of the LORD Jesus Christ! 
 

   Fall has recently arrived, and the trees lining I84 are 

awash in magnificent hues of red, orange, yellow, crimson, 

light green, and brown.  Squirrels near my home busily run 

to and fro secreting away the contents of over-burdened 

bulging cheeks.  Already, I see flocks of birds in a familiar 

“V” formation beginning their departure for parts unknown 

as they flee the coming winter.  Working in my office squeals 

of delight, and occasional cries of separation anxiety, 

emanating from the little ones attending nursery school 

reach my ears.  Our own Sunday School is once again filled 

with faithful teachers and curious children.   
 

   Entering a very busy fall and winter, we continue with 

Spirit filled and energetic Worship services, the familiar 

Book Club, Coffee and Conversation, Prayer 101, Bible 

Studies, the Bargain Basement, Friendship Calling, the 

Harvest Buffet, and the Holiday Auction.  Our new CE 

Coordinator is arranging for Church Family Fun nights.  

Also, plans for celebrating our 250th Anniversary are in the 

works, and the Restoration/Anniversary project is also 

underway. The Presbyterian church of Pleasant Valley is 

abuzz with activity.  How very blessed we are! 
 

Come and join us as we worship, work, pray and play 

together.  O look forward to seeing you! 
 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

his love endures forever.” 

Psalm 118: 1 NIV 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Shawn 
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Sunday, October 7th: 

9:30 am Worship Service, Sunday

  School & The Lord’s Supper 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, October 14th: 

9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday 

  School  

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, October 21st:  

9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday 

  School  

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

 

Sunday, October 28th: 

9:30 am Worship Service and Sunday 

  School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
EVERY THURSDAY 

At 10 a.m. 
At Panera Bread, On Route 44 
Across the street from Adam’s. 

Friendship Callers 

October 16th   9:30 a.m. 
The Friendship Callers will meet on Tuesday, 

October 16th to go visit our shut-ins.  All are 

welcome.  We meet in the Yellow Room at 

9:30 a.m.  Any questions please call Joan 

Smith at 635-3687. 

Book Club 
C.S. Lewis through the Shadowlands; The Story 
of His Life with Joy Davidman 
There are already enough good reviews for anyone 
to know what this book is about. What makes it 
stand out from the others out there about my dear 
C S Lewis is that this one really covers her life in 
great detail. The boys are important in this book as 
well. There is much more info here than in either 
movie too. The true story especially as far as the 
order of events and the ages of the people are 
vastly different than in either of the movies. The 
only thing I missed in this book was photos.  We 
will be meeting on Friday, October 26 at 7 pm to 
discuss this book. 

 

Sarah's Key by Tatiana de Rosnay  (Available on 

Nook & Kindle)  Publishers Weekly:   In the 

summer of 1942, the French police arrested 

thousands of Jewish families and held them outside 

of Paris before shipping them off to Auschwitz. On 

the 60th anniversary of the roundups, an expatriate 

American journalist covering the atrocities 

discovers a personal connection—her apartment 

was formerly occupied by one such family. She 

resolves to find out what happened to Sarah, the 10

-year-old daughter, who was the only family 

member to survive. The story is heart-wrenching, 

and Polly Stone gives an excellent performance, 

keeping a low-key tone through descriptions of 

horror that would elicit excessive dramatics from a 

less talented performer. Her characters are easy to 

differentiate, and her French accent is convincing. 

De Rosnay's novel is captivating, and the powerful 

narration gives it even greater impact.  (June) November PRES 

All articles and information for 

the November PRES must be given 

to Wendy by October 23rd.  Articles may  

be emailed to the church email address: 

secretary@pvpresby.org. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/tatiana-de-rosnay
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October Birthdays 
Cody Albrecht, Caden Baker,  

Dorcas Brower, Gage Bucey,  

Blaine Burnett, Michael Cady, Olive Doty, 

Bertha Howe, Celina Kisielewski,  

Allison Lasher, Janet Lashway,  

Meredith Menzenski, Bill Miller, 

Mackenzie Miller, Shaun Morey,  

Eric Powers, Mary Rice, Sabrina Sherow, 

Tom Smith  
 

October Anniversaries 

Andy & Renee Albrecht 
Jim & Judy Brandow 
Laurie & Jim Fouts 

Steve & Rhonda Gessner 
Dick & Karen Haight 

Steve & Sue Morey 
Roger & Irena Morse 

 

 
 
1. Pastor Shawn reported on members who 

are sick or in the hospital. She will be 
traveling to Israel in November for study 
leave. She complimented Jerry and Alta on 
the wonderful summer music, with many 
young people contributing their talents. 

 

2. Finance Chair Dick Walker reported that a 
Minute for Mission for the Anniversary 
Celebration Fund had been given on 
September 16. As of September 19, the 
Celebration Fund has received pledges for 
$25,380 from 16 families, with $7,780 
already received. Our goal is $65,000 by 
2015. 

 

3. Stewardship Chair Jerry Conklin reported 
that there will be Minutes for Mission the 
next 3 Sundays for the Peacemaking 
Offering. It was suggested that Minutes for 
Mission should take place early in the 
service so that Sunday School teachers and 
students will be aware of mission activities. 

 

4. Christian Education Chair Beth Murphy 
reported that the first day of Sunday School 
went well; the children loved Tyler Barden 
who performed magic tricks and made 
balloon animals for them. Classes have been 
added, and the room to the left of the stage 
will be the classroom for the preschool class. 

 

5. Worship Committee Chair Greg Clark 
reported that World Communion Sunday 
will be October 7. 

 

6. Nominating Committee Chair Edith Keck 
reported that her committee will meet on 
Sunday. There was discussion on youth 
Deacons and Elders. Our tradition of having 
youth for one year terms will be continued, 
with the recognition that evening meetings 
are not practical for high school students, 
and that these youth can be included in 
other ways. 

The family of Cindy 
Rossway wishes to 
invite all who knew 
her, to a gathering in 
Cindy’s memory, to 
be held on Saturday, 
October 13

th
 from 11 - 

12 noon, with lunch to 
follow, at the Poughkeepsie Elk’s Club, 29 
Overocker Road, Poughkeepsie. 

Saturday, 

October 20 

6:30 p.m. 
Bring your 

favorite game! 
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Prayers for Mary Perdomo who is recovering from 
surgery. 

Prayers for Lee Ann, Jim, Colin & Madeline 
Eckhardt. Jim was in an auto accident and 
has a serious head injury.  Jim’s wife Lee Ann 
is a teacher at Arthur S. May and they reside in 
the town of Pleasant Valley. 

Prayers for Sue Morey who is recovering from 
surgery. 

Prayers for 12-year old Joshua Beals (grandson 
of a friend of Marilyn Brands) just diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. 

Prayers for Ben Brands and Nick Becker who 
are stationed in Afghanistan. 

Prayers for Laura Rouse and Harriet Purhamus 
who are at Lutheran Care. 

Prayers for Butch Hollingsworth. 
Prayers for Ian Adams & family (friends of the 

Albrecht Family.) 
Prayers for William Ritchie who is home 

recovering from surgery. 
Prayers for Rick Fay, Doris Perotti (Wendy 

Cady’s grandmother), Edith Provencher 
(Donna Sheak’s mother), Peter MacWilliams 
(Donna Mears brother), Walter Knapp (Traci 
Haight’s grandfather), Alan Arnfield (Evelyn 
Frank’s father), Bert (Karen Haight’s Uncle), 
Louise Zigrossi (Dara Brands’s grandmother), 
Rev. Tom & Eiluned Aikman, John & Jane 
Barden, Carl Freiberg, Carla  (a friend of Pat 
Zerbe), Jesse (Karen Haight’s niece), Nan 
Ritchie who are all struggling with health 
issues. 

Prayers for Jennifer (Karen’s Cousin), Anita Wolf 
(Roxanne Wolf’s mother), Iris Riccardi, 
Cassidy Way, June, Steve, Matt, Edward, 
Pattie Thomas (Judy Brandow’s cousin), 
Trisha (Kathi Clark’s sister-in-law), Jean 
Armstrong, Gina Beckman, Charlie Haight, 
Cindy DeGarmo, Gary Guido, Mike Wetzel, 
and Zachary Cookinham who are all battling 
cancer. 

 

*To add names to the prayer list, submit a 

written request to the pastor, or call the Church 

Office.  Names will be on for a month, but a 

request may be renewed.  Please use this list in 

your daily prayers. 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY AUCTION 

Saturday, November 17th 

5 pm viewing 

Silent Auction 

Children’s Auction 

7 pm Live Auction 
 

     Only about 50 days left until 

Christmas!  Our Holiday Auction is a 

great place to purchase unique gifts:  a 

dinner certificate to a local restaurant, 

wine and cheese, a delicious baked item, 

an attractive entertainment center, a 

decorated tree, Gund stuffed animals, 

holiday decorations, a lovely print for 

your home, even a load of firewood for 

those cold winter days. View an 

expanding list of items during Sunday 

Coffee Hours in October. 

     Viewing of all items, plus the Silent 

Auction (a great place to pick up a gift 

for your child’s teacher) and Children’s 

Toy Auction will begin at 5:00p.m.  The 

Live Auction, with auctioneers Don 

Traver and Cal Smith to entertain you, 

begins at 7:00 p.m. There will be free 

refreshments.  Free babysitting begins 

at 7:00 p.m. 

     Bring the family!  Bring a friend!  

Enjoy the evening and support our 

church!  See you at the Auction!   

     

 
  



October 2012                   Page 5 

By Melissa Palestro, CE Coordinator 

PVChristianEd@gmail.com 

Family Game Night 
Please join us on October 20

th
 

at 6:30 pm for a Family Game 

Night! This event is not just for 

families with young children, it’s 

for everyone in our church 

family! Bring your favorite game and a snack, 

a dessert, or a drink to share and come join 

us for fun and games in fellowship hall.  Bring 

anything from CandyLand to Monopoly to 

Pinochle. Please sign up for a snack, dessert 

or drink on the sign-up sheet outside the 

Christian Education office or in Fellowship 

Hall during coffee hour.  

 

Sunday School News 
Sunday School has started and the 

kids and their teachers have been 

learning about God and each other! 

If you know someone who’d like to join us, it’s 

not too late to register. We have weekly 

classes for children aged 3 and up.  

 

Sunday, October 7, is World 

Communion Sunday. This will be 

the first Sunday of this school year 

that our Sunday School classes will 

join us for communion. All of our children will 

go to Sunday School class as usual and will 

return to the sanctuary to join the 

congregation and participate in the sacrament 

of Communion. 

 

Thank you to our 2012-2013 Sunday School 

Teachers 

Darcy Gordineer 

Missy Sauer 

Erika VanDeWater 

Debi Tyger 

Bill Miller 

Gary Murphy 

Beth Murphy 

 

Substitute teachers 

If you are willing to fill in on short 

notice, please call Melissa Palestro at 

the office.  

 

2 year old Class 

We are looking to continue the 2 

year old class again this year. 

This class will be held once a 

month and have time for 

storytelling, learning and play. If you are 

interested in having your child attend this class, 

please call Melissa Palestro at the church office 

or email at PVChristianEd@gmail.com. 

CROP WALK 2012: The crop 
walk will be October 21st, from 
10 am - 4 pm.  The walk begins 
at the Jewish Community 
Center.  This walk is especially 
important this year as many 

agencies that help feed others in our 
community are seeing less in donations than 
ever before.  Therefore, more walkers mean 
more donations and these less fortunate souls 
need our help.  Any age can walk.  It is 10K 
and is an enjoyable walk around 
Poughkeepsie.  You do not need to complete 
the entire 10K.  Donations are tax deductible.  
Sponsor sheets are available from Beth 
Murphy each Sunday after church.  You may 
also call Beth to reserve a sponsor sheet at 
(845) 868-7298. 
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Adams Gift Card Program 

 

Thank you to all who have been participating 

in the Adams Gift Card program.  We have 

made about $2,000 so far this year.  Your 

faithful support is much appreciated and using 

the cards makes shopping more fun.  Below is 

a review of the program.  Be sure to ask 

friends and family if they would like to 

participate.  After all, it is for your church. 
 

Do you ever shop at Adams Fairacre Farms?  

If so, we would appreciate your participation in 

our Adams Gift Card fundraiser. This program 

requires no extra giving on your part but helps 

raise funds for our church. 
 

Here’s how it works: 

The church purchases gift cards in bulk.  In 

return, Adams generously gives us an 

additional 10% worth of cards.  When we sell 

all the cards at face value, we have made a 

10% profit on our initial investment. 
 

Here’s what you need to know: 

Cards are available in $25, $50, and $100 

amounts. 
 

Cards can be ordered and purchased from 

Helen Traver.  See her at church or call her at 

635-8192.   
 

Cards will also be available in the church 

office on Tuesdays from 8:30 - 12:30 p.m. 
 

Payment by check is best.  Checks should be 

made out to First Presbyterian Church with 

Adams Card written on the memo line. 
 

It will be helpful (but not necessary) if you 

place your order ahead of time so we can try 

to have cards available when you need them. 
 

Also note: 

Remember cards are like cash.  Keep them 

safe. 
 

This program is not tax deductible.  You are 

paying for and receiving full value for your gift 

card. 
 

The gift cards are good at any Adams location, 

in any Adams department, for any purchase.  

They must be used within two years to avoid a 

service charge.   
 

You do not need to use the entire value of the 

card in one shopping trip.  Each time you use 

the card, you will receive a receipt showing the 

card balance. 
 

Friends and family may also purchase cards.  

Ask them! 
 

This will be an ongoing program.  You can 

plan ahead and purchase regularly or on an as 

needed basis.  
 

Thank you for supporting our church by 

participating in this program.   

Happy shopping! 

October 9th 

MEAL FOR THE 

HOMELESS 

SHELTER 
 

We will be preparing a meal to take to the 

homeless shelter on October 9th.  Items 

needed for the meal are 9 cups cooked, 

diced chicken; 6 boxes of penne pasta; 6 

cans of chicken broth; 6 cans of cream of 

chicken soup; and 3 packages of frozen 

peas & carrots.  We also would like 15 

dozen cookies and are in need of 2 people 

willing to deliver the food.  Please sign up 

during coffee hour. 

 

PRAYER 101 
Wed., Oct. 24th at 7 p.m. 

All are welcome! 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Church Staff & Committee Chairs 
 

Pastor’s Study   Reverend Shawn Zanicky 635-3289 ext. 11 

Pastor’s Residence       723-4419 

Office, Secretary   Wendy Cady   635-3289 ext. 10 

     Fax Line   635-3382 

Bell Choir & Sr. Vocal Choir Jerry Conklin   635-8178  

Jr. Vocal & Bell Choir Directors Alta & Jerry Conklin  635-8178 

Organist    Alta Conklin   635-8178 

Clerk of Session   Marilyn Brands  223-5717 

Sexton    Keith Daley   635-3194 

Treasurer    Wayne Sauer  635-1533 

Mission Treasurer   David Brands  223-5717 

Coordinator Christian Ed.  Melissa Palestro  635-3289 ext. 12  

 

Committee    Chair 

Christian Education   Beth Murphy   868-7298 

Finance    Richard Walker  635-2906 

Personnel    Deborah Murray  635-8887 

Stewardship/Church Growth Jerry Conklin   635-8178 

Worship    Greg Clark   849-2199  

Nominating     Edith Keck   635-8413 

Technology    Kenneth Brands  632-1714   

«Mailing Name» 

«Address», «Address Line 2» 

«City», «State» 

«Zip Code» 


