
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 

will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water 

that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The 

water that I will give him will become in him a 

spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

John 4:13 

 



 
 
 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Life is full of juxtapositions. Some of us experience the Advent Season as a time of great expectation 
and joy, while others among us see only the emptiness and loneliness of the days ahead. The naked 
hatred that blares at us from multitudinous video screens and handhelds only increases our sense of 
isolation. Some of us no longer watch or listen to the news or read the newspapers. We turn off and 
tune out to a world that makes us feel vulnerable, hopeless, and helpless to stay the onslaught of the 
inhumanity that rages about us. 

We are not alone with these feelings. There was a man who daily lived in the midst of similar horrors. 
He coped with the loneliness, isolation, and injustice that raged about him by offering hope and direction 
for those among whom he lived. His life changed the face of the world forever. And the offer he made to 
others is available to you today – even as you read this. You see, his name is Jesus, and he wants to be 
an active part of your life. 

Unlike so many of us, Jesus never tuned out the world around him. He exhibited compassion, love, and 
patience. He gave his very life that all might come to know peace, hope and a quiet joy amid the chaos 
of this life. He taught us how we are to live, and how we are to make a difference in this world. If we love 
as he loves we can quell the hatred that destroys. In the great commission Jesus commanded: 

“... go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20 

So, when you feel like tuning out and turning off; when you feel like nothing you do can make a 
difference in the “big picture” of life; when you feel alone and despairing – do as Jesus did; reach out to 
someone and live the life Jesus exemplified. I offer you the Prayer of Friar Francis of Assisi who loved 
the Lord so well: 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand;Mto be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life. 

Let us walk from darkness into light as we endeavor to live the life that Jesus offers, for 
Jesus is the light of the world. Come and celebrate his birth with us. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Shawn  



 
 
 

December 2016   
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1   8-1 PVN 2   8-1 PVN 3    
    10 am C & C 

6pm Jr Choir 

6:30p Jr Grange 
& Boy Scouts 

7pm Sr Choir 

 

 

6p-9p Wreath 
Making 

10-1 BB 

4H Chili 11-12:30p 

9-12 Wreath 
making 

4 5   8-1 PVN 6 8-1 PVN   7  8-1 PVN  8   8-1 PVN 9   8-1 PVN 10 
Worship 6 pm stamping 

with Jean 

7pm Bell Choir 

 

 

7:30p N.A. 

10-1 BB 

11a PW Group 
Luncheon 

6:30p Jr Grange 
Dinner 

10 am C & C 

6pm Jr  Choir 

7pm Sr Choir 

11 am Bible Study 

6:30 pm stamping 
with Lisa 

6-9 Wreath 
making 

10-1 BB 

9-12 Wreath 
making 

4H Chili 11-12:30p 

11 12   8-1 PVN 13   8-1 PVN 14   8-1 PVN 15   8-1 PVN 16   8-1 PVN 17 
Worship 

Bell Choir 
performs in 
church 

 

7pm Bell Choir? 

 

4:45pm -PW 
Homeless 
Shelter Meal  

 

7p Trustee Mtg 

7:30p N.A. 

10-1 BB 

 

7:30p Lyme 
Disease Mtg 

10 am C & C 

6pm Jr  Choir 

7pm Sr Choir 

 

 

6p-9p Wreath 
Making 

 

Christmas 
Caroling 6:15pm 

10-1 BB 

9-12 Wreath 

10-12 p Cookie 
swap 

4H Chili 11-12:30p 

9:30-11:30 
Pageant dress 
rehearsal 

 

18 19   8-1 PVN 20  8-1 PVN     21 8-1 PVN   22  8-1 PVN  23 8-1 PVN   24 
Worship 

Children’s 
pageant 

 

 

No bell choir 

9:30am 
Friendship 
Callers 

7:30p N.A. 

10-1 BB 

 

7p Session Mtg 

10 am C & C 

6pm Jr  Choir 

7pm Sr Choir 

11 am Bible Study 

 

 

8:00 pm 
Candlelight 
Service 

25 26 closed PVN 27 closed PVN 28closed PVN 29closed PVN 30closed PVN 31 

Worship 

Merry 
Christmas! 

1pm Sherow 
Family Dinner 

 

 

No bell choir 

 

7:30p N.A. 

 

 

7pm Prayer 
Partners 

10 am C & C 

 

No choir  

 Happy 

New Year! 

       
       

 



 
 
 

 

1. Pastor Shawn reported on members who are sick. James and Rachael Sawner 
were received as new members during worship on October 2, and Richard 
Moysey was publicly received through certificate of transfer. 

2. Clerk Marilyn Brands reported that the per capita apportionment will be 
increased to $34.10 per member for 2017.  

3. After discussion, Session approved the Sexual Misconduct Policy required by 
Presbytery. This document, and the Child Safety Policy previously approved, 
will be sent to Presbytery. Plans for implementation were also discussed. 

4. Finance Chairperson Roland Neumann reported that the budget is in the black 
as of the end of October. He reported on church investments, and gave out 
budget worksheets to all Session chairpersons. 

5. Personnel Committee Chairperson Mary Jane Gardner reported that the 
Personnel Committee recommends Beth Murphy for the position of Christian 
Education Coordinator. Session unanimously approved and Beth will be filling 
this position immediately. 

6. Stewardship Committee Chairperson Linda Morey will give a Minute for 
Mission on pledging and also put an article in the next Pres. 

7. Christian Education Chairperson Karen Haight reported that the Cookie Sale 
will take place on December 17. The Christmas pageant will take place on 
Sunday, December 18, at 9:30 a.m. worship, and will include children, adults, 
and music from the choirs. After discussion, it was decided that there will be 
one Christmas Eve service at 8:00, a candlelight service but not a pageant. 
Since Christmas falls on a Sunday, there will be a service at the usual time of 
9:30 a.m. These changes will be for this year only. 

8. Worship Committee Chairperson Phyllis Menzenski assigned communion 
servers for December. 

9. Nominating Committee Chairs Greg Clark and Karen Sheer reported that the 
committee will meet on November 20. 

10.  Technology Chairperson Ken Brands reported on the church web site. 
11.  In new business, there was discussion on a mailer to promote our church. This 

will be investigated for cost and feasibility. 



 
 
 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICERS 2016 

SESSION 
ELDERS (Ruling Body of the Church) 

Pastor Shawn – Moderator 
845-723-4419 (H)     845-797-7144 (C) 

CLASS OF 2016 CLASS OF 2017 CLASS OF 2018 

Greg Clark Roland Neumann Mary Jane Gardner 

Karen Haight Karen Sheer Phyllis Menzenski 

Linda Morey Pat Zerbe Ken Brands 

Clerk – Marilyn Brands 

 

TRUSTEES 
(Take Care of the Physical Plant) 

Paul Keck Frank Mears Caroline Dolfi 

Steve Morey, Sr. Debbie Traver Rick Fay 

Denny Smith (Chairperson) Steve Traver Don Traver 

 

DEACONS 
(The Service Body of the Church) 

Chesney Baker Dawne Fay Steve Albrecht 

Beth Murphy Tom Smith Cathy Clark 

Donna Sheak (Chairperson) Myung Sung Traci Haight 

 Youth – Amanda Smith  
 

Church Treasurer: Wayne Sauer 
Mission Treasurers:  David Brands and Wayne Sauer 

    
   Bargain Basement:  Jean Albrecht, Director 845-635-3563 

  Friendship Callers: Joan Smith, Chairperson     845-635-3687 
For numbers of Chairpersons not listed, please refer to the church directory or  

call the church office. 



 
 
 

 

Prayers for Bertha Howe who is home struggling with health issues.  

Prayers for Jean Albrecht who is recovering from a medical procedure.  

Prayers for Nan Ritchie who is in The Lutheran Care Center, Rm 210a, undergoing rehabilitation. 

Prayers for Fannie Telfer as she is at home recovering.  

Prayers for Charlie & Heather Holohan-Guarneri (Hope’s dance teacher & her husband), Charlie’s 

cancer has returned.  

Prayers for Danielle Monaco (a friend of Debi Tyger) who is struggling with health issues.  

Prayers for Edith & Dave (Donna Sheak’s parents) who are struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Rick Fay (member) who is struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Jack Kessinger (Barbara Huneke’s brother-in-law) who is recovering at home. 

Prayers for David Brands who is struggling with health issues.  

Prayers for Richard Callameri who has 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 degree burns from an accident. 

Prayers for Sue Moore who is struggling with health issues.  

Prayers for Betty Palmquist (member) who is struggling with health issues.  

Prayers for Fred Albrecht (Steve Albrecht’s brother) who is struggling with health issues.  

Prayers for Wayne Tyger (brother of Jim Tyger) diagnosed with Hodgkins lymphoma. 

Prayers for Conor Behan (great nephew of Jack & Joan Smith) who is struggling with illness. 

Prayers for Anita Wolf (Roxanne Wolf’s Mother) who is struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Bud Winters (Donna Sheak’s brother-in-law) who is struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Vikki (Chesney Baker’s mom) who is struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Jane Barden (member) who is struggling with health issues but is home. 

Long Term Residence Lutheran Care 

Prayers for Dort Traver (member) who is in the Lutheran Care Center, Room 111a South 

Prayers for Margaret Traver (member) who is in the Lutheran Care Center, Rm 103b South 

 
 

WE ARE PRAYER PARTNERS 
COME AND PRAY WITH US 

 

You are welcome to join the Prayer Partners as we 
pray for the needs of our church and learn more 

about growing closer to the LORD. 
 

We meet the fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor. 

 

This month’s meeting is the 28th of December 
 



 
 
 

 Please give to the Deacon’s Fund.  It supports 
our community and our church.  Each year we 
give gift cards to the West Road and Traver Road 
schools. This helps families that are less 
fortunate at Thanksgiving and Christmas. We 
also support our local food pantry.   

 

 
Food Pantry      
It’s Christmas basket time again! Our week is the 2nd 
week of December and we are looking for donations of 
money to buy milk and butter as our contribution to the 
Christmas baskets.  We would need the money by 
December 11th. Thank you so much for your generosity!  

 
 

 

 

For the month of November, 

the shed has brought in $379!  

So far we are over $3000 for 

the year and we still have one 

more month to go! 

 

 

Here is the Morey’s new address: 

Steve, Sue and Shaun Morey 
1126 Barstow Ave 
North Port, FL 34288 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 
We are pleased to welcome Beth Murphy as our new CE Coordinator! As most 

of you know Beth has been a long time active member of this church. She 

has held many offices and has great rapport with our youth. We are 

continually amazed at her ability to withstand the blistering hot summer 

weather while she engages the youth in the outdoor physical activities of 

VBS.  
 

No matter the conditions, whether Beth is involved in VBS, “Deaconing”, 

making wreaths or helping anywhere in the church, she always wears a 

smile.  
 

Welcome Beth! We are so glad you are with us.  
 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Shawn and the Personnel Committee 

 

 

  
The Christmas Pageant will be intergenerational and held on Sunday, December 18th 
at the 9:30 a.m. service.  Our dress rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 17th 
from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. If you would like to participate, please see Beth or the 
Conklins to express your interest.  

Parents if you know your child will not be available to participate in the pageant, 
please call or email Beth Murphy.  We are looking to make this celebration enjoyable 
for all and we need to assign parts and make sure the costumes are available for all 
our participants.   



 
 
 

 

We encourage you to support our children at the cookie sale on 
December 17th.  We would love to have everyone come and enjoy the 
celebration of the birth of our Lord at the Christmas Pageant on 
December 18th. 

 
Beth Murphy, CE Coordinator 
Church School Corner 
murphygba@aol.com 
845-868-7298(h) 
845-242-0325 (c) 

 

A very special Thank You! 

As many of you know, Sunday November 20th 
was Darcy Gordinner’s last Sunday teaching 
our Sunday School Class for the Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade. As chairperson of Christian 
Education Committee and on behalf of our 
church family, I want to thank her for 10 years of 
wonderful service to our Sunday School. Darcy 
will be missed by all she has touched with her 
gentle and well organized approach to teaching 

our youngest students. Thank you Darcy for the many years you have 
given to so many, allowing our youth to understand how much God loves 
them. Debi Tyger will be teaching the remainder of November and 
December. 
 

mailto:PVCE1765@gmail.com


 
 
 

  
Do you like Christmas carols? Do you like 

to smile and make others smile? Come join 

our annual evening of Christmas Caroling 

on Friday, December 16th. We will meet at 

the church at 6:15 p.m., then go sing with 

some friends at their homes. We return to 

church for fellowship and refreshments. 

We are usually back to church about 8:15 

p.m. Perfect pitch is not required and we have song books for the words. It is 

fun for the whole family! Please contact Helen Traver at 635-8192 for further 

information.  

 

 Stamping with Jean - Monday, 
December 5 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 Stamping with Lisa - Friday, 

December 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Presbyterian Women 

 

Friendship Callers will meet Tuesday, 

December 20th at 9:30 a.m. to visit 
our shuts-in. We meet in the yellow 

room.  
   

We are looking for cookie donations!  

Any questions, please call Joan Smith at 635-3687. 



 
 
 

 
 

PW Group Home Christmas Luncheon 
The Group Luncheon will be December 7th at 11:00 a.m. 
We are need donations of new clothing (sweatpants, 
socks, underwear, shirts, t-shirts,) and toiletries (deodorant, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste) 

 

 
 

  
 

PW Annual Installation of Officers 
The annual installation of officers meeting 
has been POSTPONED and will take 
place on Wednesday January 4th at 7:00 
p.m. There will be refreshments.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Thank you to all who contributed to the Homeless Shelter Meal this year. 

Whether you helped by providing items needed for the casserole and salad, 
baked cookies, helped prepare the meal or helped to serve it.  Your generosity 

and time were sincerely appreciated by the people at the shelter. 

 

Homeless Shelter Meal 

PW will be preparing and serving a meal for the Homeless Shelter 
on Tuesday, December 13.  We meet in the church kitchen at 4:45 
pm to prepare the meal. If you donate items for the meal, please 
leave them in the kitchen by early Tuesday afternoon. We serve 50-
60 people that night and they look forward to the homemade 
cookies for dessert. If you can help by making 2-3 dozen, there is a 
sign-up sheet in the Husted Fellowship Hall. We leave the church 
at 6:45 pm to go and serve the meal. If you would l like to help 
prepare the meal or serve it, please see Linda Morey. Thank you! 

 



 
 
 

 
Here Comes the Beef 4H Chili Fundraiser 

 

Once again the Beef 4H kids (including our very own Ashley & Wyatt Keck) will 

be cooking and selling Chili-to-go or enjoy in the  

Husted Fellowship hall on  

Saturday December 3, December 10,  December 17th 

  11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
 

Individual size and Family size Chili along  

with freshly baked corn bread.   
 

The proceeds from this 4H community outreach fundraiser will benefit The 

Wounded Warrior Project, the Here Comes the Beef 4H Club, and a large pot of 

Chili will also be donated to the Local Soup Kitchen.  
 

So stop on by before you go out Christmas shopping, or cutting down your 

Christmas Tree, or after, and enjoy some delicious, warm your soul Chili! 

Any questions or for more information, please call Peter Keck, Here Comes the 

Beef Club 4H leader at (845) 702-5653  
 

 
 

tel:%28845%29%20702-5653


 
 
 

 
You're invited to the 8th Annual  

Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale! 

  

The Christmas Cookie & Candy Sale will be held on  

Saturday December 17th in fellowship hall from  
10:00 a.m. -12:00 pm.   

 
The proceeds of this sale will benefit our Youth and a portion will benefit the local 

food pantry.   
Of course, this event will not be successful without our famous church bakers:   
We are in need of your delicious cookies, your specialty baked goods, fudge & 
candies too - ready to sell!!  Gluten free - nut free - items are also popular & go 

quickly!  (No cupcakes or store-bought items, please)  Drop off your cookies, 

candy, and baked items to the Church on Friday December 16, or no later 
than 9:30am on December 17th - READY to SELL!  

 
Spread the word & don't forget to come, shop, munch & enjoy!  We will be 

offering complimentary coffee, hot tea or cocoa while you shop...AND if you are 
hungry for some delicious chili, the "Here Comes the Beef" 4H Club will be selling 

Chili-to-go or enjoy in the fellowship hall  
(family size or individual size's, cornbread available for purchase)  

 
If you have any questions, please call  

Tracy Keck at (845) 486-6179.  
 

This fundraiser was started in 2008, to help support our youth mission trips & to 
assist with other church youth programs, camps, and events.   Please help keep 

this going strong for our youth so we can provide these opportunities for our 
Youth and help stock the PV Food Pantry! 

 

 

tel:%28845%29%20486-6179


 
 
 

 
 

Holiday Auction Report 
 

This year’s Holiday Auction made a profit of $5,063.42, which will be 
added to the Operating Budget of the church. The Auction Committee would 
like to thank all who helped with the Auction, from publicity, sorting items, 
setting up the hall, arranging items for display for the Silent Auction and Live 
Auction, preparing and serving food, working during the auction, taking in and 
counting the money, and cleaning up afterwards. 

 
 

 
 

 
Debbie Traver, Don and Joan Traver, Karen Haight, Steve Traver, Aaron Traver, Kyle Traver, 
Zachary Traver, Phyllis Menzenski, Mary Jane Gardner, Dawne Fay, Merle Coy, Harriet Mark, 

Helen Traver, Barbara Huneke, Alta and Jerry Conklin, Joyce Brower, Edith Keck, Lisa 
Wendell, Marilyn Brands, Judy Brandow, Ginda Harden, Pat Zerbe, Traci Haight, Ken Brands, 

Wayne and Missy Sauer, Steve Albrecht, Paul Keck, Hope Murphy, Anne McCaffrey, and 
Keith Daley. Many of these people performed multiple tasks and put in many hours. 

 

 

We owe a special thank you to Debbie Traver who was willing to take 
on the Live Auction this year while working full time and juggling many other 
activities.  We also thank all who donated items for the Silent Auction and 
Live Auction, who made food for refreshments (rave reviews from all in 
attendance), and who attended to bid. We hope to see even more of you at 
our next auction! 



 
 
 

 

Rachael and James Sawner on the birth 

of their daughter, Alexa Grace born on 

October 28th, 2016 

 
 

 

Greg and Kathi Clark on the arrival of their 

granddaughter Charlotte Grace Yester 

born October 7th, 2016 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Yes, we still participate in the Adams Gift Card fundraiser. 
The holidays are an excellent time to give it a try. Gift 

Cards are available in $25, $50 and $100 amounts. You can 
use them shop in any department, at any Adams Farm 

store. They make wonderful presents to give to all on your 
gift list! Contact Helen Traver to purchase cards or for 

more information. Cards are also available from our secretary, Anne, on 
Tuesdays during office hours. Thank you for your support. Merry Christmas! 



 
 
 

 

Wreath making will be on each Friday and Saturday through December 

17.  The Friday dates are December 2, December 9, and December 16.  

Start time for Friday nights will be 6 pm to 9 pm.  We will also be working 

on Saturday,  December 3, December 10 and December 17.  Start time is 

9 am and continues until noon.  We are scheduling back to back 

sessions to eliminate the need to cleanup and put away all our supplies.   

If you can work part of a shift or any of these dates, please feel free to 

join us for a grand adventure.  Bring a friend, new helpers are always 

welcome. We can instruct you in the fine art of wreath making, clipping 

greens, bunching greens or decorating.  There are jobs for everyone.  If 

you have clippers or pruners, please bring them with you.  Gloves are a 

plus.  We have a great deal of fun, fellowship and a few laughs along the 

way.  We usually have a snack or two as well. 

If you are unable to help but would like to place an order for your 

wreaths, please see the Murphys after church or call 845-868-7298. 

 

 



 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP — Pledging for 2017 
 

We all have financial responsibilities to support our families, to pay our bills and creditors, and to help 

our communities. In any stage of life good planning is necessary to continue to meet increasing 

financial obligations as they change over time. Our church is no different, and in order to efficiently 

accomplish the operation and work of the church, we must be able to plan our budget in advance. As 

we all know, we began this year knowing we would have a deficit of over $20,000 by mid - year. Some 

members were able to contribute above their pledge for the year and help alleviate this financial issue, 

and for that we are so very grateful. Those extra gifts and your dedication to fulfilling your pledge for 

this year will result in our church ending this year in the black but, as amazing as that was this year, this 

is not the way we want to operate. As I said, good financial planning in our own lives is essential, so too 

it is for the church.  

Without your pledges it becomes difficult to know if we have enough resources to fully fund our church 

operations, its programs, and to support our community and worldwide missions.  A pledge gives the 

church the assurance of a sincere intent by the giver to make a gift of money and/or time. This allows 

the church leaders to properly plan what monies will be available for the year to fund the church’s 

missions. A pledge is also a reminder to the giver that he/she has made a commitment, and intends to 

the best of their ability, to make the gift as promised. Please make our task easier by pledging for 2017. 

It is easy to think that your individual gift will not make a difference or that your gift is too small. Every 

stewardship letter I have ever received has the line, “no gift is too small”. It is true, just as many hands 

make light work, so too many seemingly small gifts added together may pay the electric or oil bill. I 

have in my kitchen a jar, actually it is a glass teddy bear bank that I have had since I opened my first 

savings account at the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank on Main Street. Anyway, it is where I collect my 

extra change. Just as I have since I was 6 or 7 years old, when the teddy bear is full, I take it to the 

bank to cash it in. Now that happens every 3 months or so, the amount varies, usually $50-$60. That 

extra change, that I don’t even miss in my day to day expenses, averages out to $5 a week or $20 a 

month or about $250 a year. For 2017 I want to increase my pledge; I’m going to increase it by that $5 

a week - a small amount. Will it make a difference? On its own, not much, but add that to a $5 a week 

pledge from 4 people who have never pledged, because they feel the amount is too small, and it won’t 

make a difference. Just $5 a week, $20 a month from 5 people, whether it be your entire pledge or an 

increase in your current pledge results in over $1200 more a year for the budget - no small amount. 

Add 5 more people and 5 more…and so on. That $5 a week… my extra change, or your one less cup 

of coffee (Starbucks or Dunkin Donuts) per week, or someone else’s one less lunch a month, pledged 

for 2017, can result in our church beginning the year with a fully funded financial budget. 

If you have not received your pledge card please take one from the holder on the 

back of the church pews or contact the church office. Thank you! 

 


