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Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

    Recently a friend and I (let’s call him Earl) were discussing a very difficult life 

situation and we were talking about the emotions that stirred within both of us; 

emotions tinged with fear, despair, anger and hope. As we discussed these 

feelings I encouraged Earl to talk to God about all of his feelings; including his 

feelings of anger toward God.  Earl said another friend had once told him you 

can’t get angry with God, and I thought how unrealistic!  
 

    When I arrived home and began replaying the conversation with Earl in my 

head, I remembered having a similar discussion not long ago about authentic 

prayer. You see, for a very long time when I prayed I was overly careful about 

the way in which I worded my talks with God, especially when facing a 

spiritually difficult situation – being “prayerfully correct,” in my wording so as 

not to challenge God.  Then one day while praying, these words came into my 

mind, “…you have searched me and known me...you know my thoughts from 

afar.”   Suddenly, I fully realized that God knew the intentions of my heart.  He 

already knew I was trying to be careful, and that I was upset, or confused or 

angry, or happy.  He knew!  He knew!!!  And because of that awakening my 

prayer life deepened and I was free to share all that I felt, because God knows 

my heart 
 

    I wish for each of you the same freedom.  In many way we already accuse 

and question God, carefully couching our words (and sometimes thoughts). But 

each time we question why a horrific act has occurred or even think, “How 

could God let this happen?” there is a judgment toward God in such a 

question.  Nothing is hidden from God; God knows our thoughts before we 

form them into words, and he knows the pain of the questions we carry in our 

hearts. The Bible is full of examples of people whose prayers reflect anger and 

consternation towards God, or anger because God has not acted.  Here are 

just a few examples: 

 

Two of the most plaintive cries come from Habakkuk and David: 

O LORD, how long shall I cry, and you will not hear! Even cry out unto you of 

violence, and you will not save!            Habakkuk 1:2 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?  How long will you hide your 

face from me? How long must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in 

my heart all the day? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

      Psalm 13:1-2 

 

Continued on the Next Page 

Pg. 8 

Pg. 6 

Pg. 9 

Pg. 3 

Pg. 7 



March 2014                   Page 2 

And more from the Psalms:  

Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you 

hide yourself in times of trouble?     

   Psalm 10:1 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Why are you so far from saving me, so far from 

the words of my groaning?   Psalm 22:1 
 

I say to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten 

me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed 

by the enemy?"    Psalm 42:9 
 

Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse 

yourself! Do not reject us forever.   

    Psalm 44:23-24 
 

Why do you hide your face and forget our misery 

and oppression?    Psalm 74:1 
 

While some of these quotes may seem 

disrespectful, they are authentic representations of 

the writers’ emotions as they cried out to God.  

Often these expressions are followed by words of 

trust and praise, love, honor and respect for the 

Lord.  These individuals felt close enough to God 

that they could ask the hard questions and still 

honor God as LORD. 
 

My friends, God wants an authentic relationship 

with you. Do not fear to approach God with all of 

your passions, your questions and your love.  After 

all, Jesus has invited you: 
 

Come to me, all of you who are weary and loaded 

down with burdens, and I will give you rest. 

 Matthew 11:28 

 

Your friend and pastor, 

Shawn 

The Pastor’s Article Continued: 

Sunday, March 2nd:  

9:30 am Worship Service, Holy  

  Communion & Sunday School.  

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

11:00 am Confirmation Class  

11:10 am Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, March 5th: Ash Wednesday 

12:00 Noon Lenten Luncheon, Guest  

  Speaker, Linda Malave,  

  Hudson River Housing. 

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
 

Sunday, March 9th: Daylight Savings 

Time Begins 

9:30 am Worship Service 

  & Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

11:00 am Confirmation Class 

11:10 am Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, March 12th: 

7:00 pm Lenten Service 
 

Sunday, March 16th:  

9:30 am Worship Service 

  & Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

11:00 am Confirmation Class 

11:10 am Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, March 19th: 

7:00 pm Lenten Service 
 

Sunday, March 23rd:  

9:30 am Worship Service  

  & Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  

11:00 am Confirmation 

Class 

11:10 am Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, March 26th:  

7:00 pm Lenten Service 
 

Sunday, March 30th:  

9:30 am Worship Service  

  & Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  

11:10 am Bible Study 



March 2014                   Page 3 

 
Session did not meet in February due to 

the weather.  Please watch the April 
PRES for the next Session Update. 

Friendship Callers 

March 18th  

9:00 a.m. 
The Friendship Callers will 

meet on Tuesday, March 18th to go visit 

our shut-ins.  All are welcome.  We meet in 

the Yellow Room at 9:30 a.m.  Any 

questions please call Joan Smith at 635-

3687. 

April 8th 

HOMELESS SHELTER 

MEAL  
 

We will be preparing a meal to take to the 

homeless shelter on April 8th from 4 - 5:30 p.m. 

Items needed for the meal are 9 cups cooked 

and diced chicken, 9 boxes of penne pasta, 6 

cans of chicken broth, 6 cans of cream of 

chicken, and 6 cans cream of mushroom soup.  

We also would like 15 dozen cookies and are in 

need of 2 people willing to deliver the food. 

Please sign up during Coffee Hour.  

April PRES  

All articles and 

information for the 

April PRES must be given to Wendy by 

March 24th.  Articles may  be emailed to 

t h e  c h u r c h  e m a i l  a d d r e s s : 

secretary@pvpresby.org. 

 
 
 
 

Easter plant order time is here!  
Please help decorate our Sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday with a lily or spring 
flower.  Orders are being accepted 

now through March 31st.   
 

Please send your order and payment 
($12 check payable to the First 
Presbyterian Church) to the church 
office or place it in the offering plate.  
Questions? Call Wendy at the church 
office. 
 
 

Name:       
Phone:       
Bulletin to read:    
      
      
      
      
       
 
Number of plants at $12 each: 
 

  Lily     Spring   
  Either 
 
Please check one: 
  I will pick up my plant(s) after 
 the last Easter Service. 
  I would like the deacons to  
 distribute my plant(s) to some 
 one who is sick or shut-in. 
 

Please include payment  
with your order! 
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THE HISTORY CORNER 

By Joan Traver 
 

A Tale of 3 Churches 
      

 

We have basically agreed for more than 

200 years that our church began in 

Nov. 1765.  Some Historians (I’m not one of 

them) could take issue with this date.  Our 

first pastor, Wheeler Case, was ordained 

and installed at that time but since there 

was no church building in what would 

become Pleasant Valley, the event took 

place at a church in Washington Hollow (at 

that time known as Pittsburg).  That church 

had been built in 1747.  Of course a church 

does not consist of a building only, but is 

also made up of a group of people, having 

similar beliefs, who join together for 

worship. 

     It should be kept in mind that there was 

no place named Pleasant Valley at that 

time.  The little settlement near the “Great 

Bridge” was part of Charlotte Precinct and 

was referred to as “Charlotte.”  New York 

was still a colony of Great Britain and 

would remain so for 11 more years.  

     Presbytery records state that the 

Poughkeepsie and Charlotte Precincts first 

applied for a candidate to preach among 

them in May 1764.  A church had been 

established in Poughkeepsie in 1749.  

Apparently, Wheeler Case was dispatched 

to the area, for on Sept. 9, 1765 both 

Precincts asked Presbytery to “have him 

settled in the gospel ministry among us, he 

having preached at those places alternately 

for some time.” A note, written by Mr. Case 

at the time of his installation reads, “Found 

at Charlotte the following communicants, 

viz.: Jacob Haff and his wife, John Woolsey 

and his wife, Frederick Ham and Catherine, 

his wife, Ephraim Mills and Mary Hallock.” 

Where did Rev. Case minister to these 8 

people?  At the Poughkepsie church?  At the 

Pittsburg Church?  In their homes? It is not 

certain, but there must have been more 

individuals in “Charlotte” who wanted to 

attend a church there because a church 

building was constructed near our present 

one in 1770, only 5 years after Rev. Case’s 

installation, at which time he asked to be 

relieved from his duties in Poughkeepsie.   

     The Pittsburg Church was badly 

damaged during the Revolution, was 

reorganized in 1814 when 29 members were 

dismissed from our church to strengthen it, 

but became extinct by 1851 and was 

demolished.  In 1826, 17 members were 

dismissed from our church to help 

reorganize the Poughkeepsie church which 

had been struggling for some time.  A new 

house of worship was built there and it 

continued to flourish, as did our own.   

     It would appear that Wheeler Case had 

strong ties to all 3 churches (he and his 

family escaped British forces by fleeing to 

Pittsburg since he lived not far from there).  

He was, of course, installed there, and had 

also served the parishioners in 

Poughkeepsie for a number of years.  But it 

was beside the “Charlotte” church where he 

and his wife were laid to rest after nearly 

26 years of service.  

Change Your 

Clocks  

March 9th 

2 am 
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To add names to the prayer list, submit a written request to 
the pastor, or call the Church Office.   

Names will be on for 4 weeks and then removed. You may 
request to have a name put back on the list. Please use this 

list in your daily prayers. 

 

Prayers for Joan Smith who is struggling with 

health issues. 

Prayers for Skip Walker who is in Lutheran Care 
(221N) recovering from hip surgery. 

Prayers for Kyle (Wendy Cady’s friend) who has 

been in Vassar with heart issues. 

Prayers for Dawne Fay (church member) who has 

been ill. 

Prayers for Margaret Russell (church member) 
who is recovering at home from a recent 

hospital stay. 

Prayers for Brenda Daley (church member) who is 
recovering from a fall. 

Prayers for Kelly (Donna Sheak’s niece) who is 

struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Brittany Sullivan Albrecht (Jean’s 21 
year old granddaughter in-law) who is starting 

radiation treatment. 

Prayers for Karen Leon (Friend of Irena Morse) 
who is ill with walking pneumonia. 

Prayers for Nathan Wells (Friend of Irena Morse) 

who was diagnosed with a brain tumor. 

Prayers for Vicki (Chesney’s mom) who is 

struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Rick Fay (member) who is struggling 
with health issues. 

Prayers for Bob Belton (member) who is struggling 

with health issues. 

Prayers for Edith Provencher (Donna Sheak’s 

mother) who is struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Alan & Ruth  Arnfield (Evelyn Frank’s 
parents) who are struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Bert (Karen Haight’s Uncle) who is 

struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Eiluned Aikman who is struggling with 

 health issues. 

Prayers for John & Jane Barden (member’s) who 
are struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Carl Freiberg (past member) who is 

struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Jesse (Karen Haight’s niece) who is 

struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Wylee Marie Spera (granddaughter of 

Frank & Cindy Spera). 

Prayers for Sandy Holdiman (Jack Smith’s sister) 
who is battling cancer. 

Prayers for Georgina Sorcie (friend of Brian 

Franks) who is battling cancer. 

Prayer for Jennifer (Karen’s Cousin) who is 

battling cancer. 

Prayers for Anita Wolf (Roxanne Wolf’s mother) 
who is battling cancer. 

Prayers for Iris Riccardi (member) who is battling 

cancer. 

Prayers for Pattie Thomas (Judy Brandow’s 

cousin) who is battling cancer. 

Prayers for Jean Armstrong who is battling 

cancer. 

Prayers for Gina Beckman(friend of Andrea 

Kirchhoff) who is battling cancer. 

Sympathy prayers for Don Traver & Family on the 

death of Louava Traver (Don’s sister-in-law). 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
EVERY THURSDAY 

At 10 a.m. 
At Panera Bread, On Route 44 
Across the street from Adam’s. 

May Fest 
Friday, May 9 &  

Saturday, May 10 
 

Mark your calendars for this 
year’s May Fest! We are 
planning to have the following booths: 
Attic; Baked Goods; Books, CDs, DVDs; Children’s 
Toys; Games; Plants; & Kitchen 
 

We will need donations of household and 
decorative items for the Attic, baked goods, books 
for all ages, CDs and DVDs, toys and games for 
children, and plants. All items should be clean and 
in good condition.  
 

Last year our fundraisers were vital in obtaining the 
needed financial resources for our church. Please 
plan to help and to attend! Call Marilyn Brands at 
223-5717 if you have questions or wish to help. 
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March Birthdays 
Jean Albrecht, Cory Albrecht,  

Gretchen Burnett, Garrett Burnett,  

Brenda Daley, Emmalee Dolfi, Karen Haight, 

Kevin Haight, Thomas Halliday, Harriet 

Mark, Frank Mears, Bill Plass, John 

Thurston,  

Ted Traver, Erika VanDeWater, Skip Walker, 

& Sarah Williams 
 

March Anniversaries 

David & Marilyn Brands 
Joe & Andrea Kirchhoff 

Free Spaghetti Dinner!  
Come join us on March 8th 
from 4:30 - 7 pm for a delicious 
dinner of spaghetti, meatballs 
or sausage, salad, bread, 
beverages and of course, a 
delicious dessert.  It’s a great 

time to enjoy dinner with friends and family and 
it’s FREE!  Any donations are thankfully 
accepted. We will also gladly accept donations 
of spaghetti sauce! To help with our planning, 
reservations are recommended.  Please sign-
up at coffee hour or call Steve & Jean Albrecht 
at 635-3563 with any questions.   

Join us for our Annual  
Pot-Luck Lenten Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March, 5th 
At 12 noon  

in our Fellowship Hall. 
Our Guest Speaker will be 

Linda Malave 
Director of Resident Services, Hudson River 

Housing 
Hudson River Housing is dedicated to eliminating 

the devastating consequences  

of homelessness and ensuring that decent, 

affordable housing is available for all people 

throughout Dutchess County. 
 

Please bring a dish to share & your place 

setting,  

desserts and beverages will be provided. 

Please RSVP to the church office! 
 

Men’s Communion Breakfast 
Sunday, April 6th at 7:00 am will be this year’s 

Men’s Communion Breakfast.  The ladies will 

prepare and serve eggs, ham, juice, coffee, milk, and 

delicious homemade hot cross buns.  Communion 

will also be served.  Our guest speaker will be Brian 

Riddell, Executive Director, Dutchess Outreach. To 

reserve a place, please see Barbara Huneke (635-

3918) at coffee hour or call the church office.  Adult 

admission - $6.00, Children 5-12  -  $3.00, Children 

under 5 free. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
OGHS offerings are welcomed from now 
through Easter Sunday.  Our gifts support 
ministries of disaster response, refugee 
assistance and resettlement, and community 
development that help people find safe refuge, 
start new lives and work together to strengthen 
their families and communities. The 
Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 
percent of undesignated gifts, while Self-
Development of People and Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance each receives 32 percent. 
P L E A S E  G I V E  T H R O U G H  O U R 
CONGREGATION offerings - NOT through 
texting or the internet.  We want the generosity 
of our church to be noted by Presbytery.  
Thank you! 
Stewardship Committee 
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The Youth Group is sponsoring a Talent Show 

March 22 at 7 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

PARTICIPATION FORM: 
 

Performer’s Name ___________________________________ 
 

Talent _____________________________________________ 
 

Music Song Title (if applicable): _________________________ 
 

Also Performing With (if performing in a group) 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Phone_____________________________________________ 
 

Email______________________________________________ 
 

Age (if under 18) ______________ 
 

Stage Equipment needed ______________________________ 
 

Parental Permission (if under 18) 

 

I give my child _________________________________________ permission to participate in the Youth Group Tal-

ent Show. S/he will be performing  the activity listed above. 

 

_________________________________________               ____________________     

Parent Signature         Date 
 

Dust off your tutus!  

Pull out those tap shoes! 

Find that magic kit! 

Tune up your instruments! 

Warm up your voices! 
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By Melissa Palestro, CE Coordinator 

PVChristianEd@gmail.com 

Women, Men, Children!!  
    In preparation for the 2015 
Anniversary Cookbook, we are 
starting to collect recipes (both old 
and new) to show historical changes in 
cooking.   If you have any recipes you would 
like to share please put them in the "recipe 
box" at the bottom of the stairs in Chester 
Husted fellowship hall by June 1st. 
 

Thank you! Cookbook committee (Jean 
Albrecht, Joyce Brower, Barbara Huneke, & 
Tracy Keck) 

The ground may be covered with snow, but 

we’re looking forward and planning for 

spring and summer! March is a busy month 

for the Sunday school as we start to prepare 

for Easter and even look ahead to the 

summer and VBS.  
 

   Confirmation Classes have begun! 

We have 9 students enrolled in our 

Confirmation class lead by Pastor 

Shawn. 
 

The Youth Group is 

sponsoring a Talent Show 

on Saturday, March 22 at 7 

pm. If you have a talent 

(small or large) come share 

it with your church family. 

Sign up forms are available 

outside the Sunday school office and on the 

table in Fellowship Hall. If you don’t want 

to share your talent with the world, come 

support the Youth group and come watch 

the show. Tickets are $3 and available at 

the door. Refreshments will be served.  

 

PULL TABS! 

The second and third grade class 

continues to collect pull-tabs for the 

Ronald McDonald House.  Tabs can 

be dropped off in the Sunday school 

office or to any second or third 

grader.  

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 The Sunday School Easter Egg 

Hunt will be Palm Sunday, April 

13, 2014 after church.  

 Youth Sunday will be 

Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2014.  

 Vacation Bible School will be held July 7-

11 from 9 to noon each day with a closing 

program on Friday evening. 

 

Vacation Bible School! 

Even though there is 

snow on the ground, 

Vacation Bible School 

planning is in full 

s w i n g .  W e i r d 

Animals: Where Jesus’ Love is One-of-a-

Kind will be July 7 – 14 from 9-noon each 

day with a closing program on Friday 

evening. Look for more information in the 

April Pres.  

 

Attention High School Students! 

Are you starting to think about college? Do 

you have so many application materials it’s 

starting to overwhelm you? Stop by the CE 

office and pick up a College Application 

Plan-it Organizer. A little organization goes 

a long way! 
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First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 664, 1576 Main St. 

Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Church Staff & Committee Chairs 
 

Pastor’s Study   Reverend Shawn Zanicky 635-3289 ext. 11 

Pastor’s Residence       723-4419 

Office, Secretary   Wendy Cady   635-3289 ext. 10 

     Fax Line   635-3382 

Bell Choir & Sr. Vocal Choir Jerry Conklin   635-8178  

Jr. Vocal & Bell Choir Directors Alta & Jerry Conklin  635-8178 

Organist    Alta Conklin   635-8178 

Clerk of Session   Marilyn Brands  223-5717 

Sexton    Keith Daley   635-3194 

Treasurer    Wayne Sauer  635-1533 

Mission Treasurer   David Brands  223-5717 

Coordinator Christian Ed.  Melissa Palestro  635-3289 ext. 12  

 

Committee    Chair 

Christian Education    

Finance    Richard Walker  635-2906 

Personnel    Gary Murphy   868-7298 

Stewardship/Church Growth Jerry Conklin   635-8178 

Worship    Judy Brandow  635-2045  

Nominating      

Technology    Kenneth Brands  632-1714   


