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Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

What joy!  Spring has arrived, and we at Pleasant Valley 

Presbyterian are deep in preparation for the celebration of Easter.  

On Wednesday evenings we have been journeying to the places 

where the coming of Christ was foreshadowed in the Hebrew 

scriptures by incredible feats of faith.  Our mid-week sojourn into 

the scriptures refreshes and prepares us for the passion that is to 

come, and for the joy of once again welcoming the resurrected 

Christ. 

 

This Lenten season filled with prayer, preparation, acts of worship, 

questions, contemplation, sorrow and ends with exceeding joy, is a 

reminder to us all that open worship, and the right to practice our 

faith is an immeasurable privilege. Currently, unlike our 

predecessors in faith, and unlike many in the world today, we are 

blessed with the freedom to worship the Lord openly and without 

fear of retribution.  We must never take this privilege for granted. 

 

In keeping with the open profession of faith, nine young people 

have expressed their desire to join in fellowship with this 

congregation.  For the past several weeks we have been studying 

and discussing the meaning of faith and its efficacy in their lives.  

Each week, as we discuss their questions and assertions regarding 

personal faith, I am moved by their honest inquiry and personal 

integrity.  Their desire to learn more about the Christian faith and 

how it fits into this modern world is engaging and relative.  The 

questions they have posited will remain with me for years to come.  

Pg. 9 

Pg. 6 

Pg. 11 

Pg. 3 

Pg. 7 

Continued on the Next Page 

Pg. 8 

Pg. 10 
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Unbeknownst to many within this cadre of 

youth - they are remarkable.   

 

Come and join us on Maundy Thursday 

evening for a potluck supper to welcome 

and celebrate Aaron, Angelika, Evan, 

Garrett, Kyle, Layla, Paige, Shaun, and 

Zach. After the fete they will be received 

into fellowship during the Maundy 

Thursday worship service. Pray for them 

and support them in the years ahead, for 

they are faithful to the task. 

 

Do your best to present yourself to God 

as one approved, a worker who does 

not need to be ashamed and who 

correctly handles the word of truth. 

      

  2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV) 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Shawn 

The Pastor’s Article Continued:  

 

Wednesday, April 2nd: 

7:00 pm Lenten Service 
 

Sunday, April 6th:  

9:30 am Worship Service, Holy  

  Communion & Sunday School.  

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

11:10 am Bible Study 
 

Wednesday, April 9th:  

7:00 pm Lenten Service 
 

Sunday, April 13th: Palm Sunday  

9:30 am Worship Service 

  & Sunday School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

11:10 am Bible Study 
 

Thursday, April 17th: Maundy Thursday  

6:00 pm Potluck Supper 

7:00 pm Worship Service in the  

  sanctuary.  Communion will 

  be given. 
 

Friday, April 18th: Good Friday Stations 

of the Cross 

6:30 pm Service begins at our  

  church and travels to the  

  Methodist, Episcopal and  

  ends at the Catholic Church. 

 

Sunday, April 20th: Easter   

6:30 am Sunrise Service at the Mill Park 

  Breakfast to follow in Fellowship 

  Hall. 

9:30 am Easter Festival Service 
 

Sunday, April 27th:  

9:30 am Worship Service & Sunday  

  School 

10:30 am Coffee Hour  

11:10 am Bible Study 



April 2014                   Page 3 

Men’s Communion Breakfast 
Sunday, April 6th at 7:00 am will be this 

year’s Men’s Communion Breakfast.  The 

ladies will prepare and serve eggs, ham, 

juice, coffee, milk, and delicious homemade 

hot cross buns.  Communion will also be 

served.  Our guest speaker will be Brian 

Riddell, Executive Director, Dutchess 

Outreach. To reserve a place, please sign up 

in fellowship hall or call the church 

office.  Adult admission - $6.00, Children 5-

12  -  $3.00, Children under 5 free. 

Pot Luck 
This year we will be having a pot luck supper 
on April 17 to welcome our communicants’ 
class. The supper will take place in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m., preceding the 
Maundy Thursday service during which these 
young people will be publicly received as 
members. So come with food to share and 
your own place settings, to enjoy fellowship 
and to show support for our newest members 
as we head toward the events of Holy Week. 

PALM SUNDAY 

Sunday, April 13th, 9:30 AM  
Begin Christ’s journey to the Cross.  The Sunday 

School children will participate in this service and 

the Junior Choir will be singing with the Senior 

Choir. After the service there will be an Easter 

Party for all the children. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Thursday, April 17th 
7:00 P.M. MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE: 

Continue the journey of our Lord.  Communion will 

be served.  Please, also bring a can of soup to 

donate to help stock the Pleasant Valley Food 

Pantry. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  

Friday, April 18th  
6:30 P.M. This community service will begin in our 

sanctuary, and continue in the sanctuaries of our 

neighboring Pleasant Valley churches.  Join with us 

as we walk with our friends from St. Stan’s, St. 

Paul’s, and the Methodist churches remembering 

Jesus’ path to the Cross. (Please remember we will 

be walking to the other churches - dress for the 

weather and wear comfortable shoes!) 

 

SUNRISE EASTER SERVICE: 

Sunday, April 20th  
6:30 A.M. A community service will be held at the 

Mill Park on Route 44.  Breakfast will be served by 

the Women’s Association in our Fellowship Hall 

immediately following the service. 

 

EASTER FESTIVAL SERVICE:  

Sunday, April 20th  
9:30 A.M. HE IS RISEN!!  Join in our celebration!  

Special music provided by our two vocal choirs, 

bell choir, and organ.  CHRIST HAS RISEN!  

LENTEN & HOLY 
WEEK SCHEDULE 
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1. Session welcomed new elders Greg 

Clark, Karen Haight, and Linda Morey. 
2. Pastor Shawn reported on members 

who are sick and in the hospital. 
3. Clerk Marilyn Brands reported on a 

new Presbytery initiative to set up a 
Hudson River Presbytery Disaster 
Response Team. Session approved 
sending contact information for our 
church to the Team, and will consider 
the suggested methods of 
safeguarding church documents. The 
annual Clerks meeting will take place 
on April 6; Gary Murphy will attend 
with our Session minutes of 2013. 

4. Stewardship Chairperson Jerry 
Conklin reported that the One Great 
Hour of Sharing is underway, with 
Minutes for Mission on Sundays. This 
offering will be received through 
Easter Sunday. To celebrate our 
refurbished sanctuary, there will be a 
guest pianist, Jim Hendricks, on 
Sunday, October 19 to play during 
worship and to offer a concert in the 
afternoon.  

5. Worship Chairperson Judy Brandow 
assigned elders for Communion for 
April, May, and June. 

6. In New Business, the Session visited 
the refurbished sanctuary with Denny 
Smith.  After discussion, it was 
decided to realign the pews to allow 
more room at the front of the 
sanctuary. 
 

May Fest 

Friday, May 9,  
4:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 10,  
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Surely we all agree that WE ARE READY FOR 
SPRING!  So it’s time to think about our 
annual May Fest fundraiser and how you can 
help. We will need donations and helpers for 
the following booths, listed with 
chairpersons: 
 
Attic: Jean Albrecht & Helen Traver 
Baked goods: Judy Brandow & Debi Tyger 
Books, CDs, DVDs: Beth Murphy & Marilyn 
Brands 
Children’s Toys, Games: Darcy Gordineer & 
Erika VanDeWater 
Plants: Deb Murray 
Kitchen: Missy Sauer 
Adams gift cards will be available from the 
Attic cashiers. 
 
We will need donations of household and 
decorative items for the Attic, baked goods, 
books for all ages, CDs and DVDs, toys and 
games for children, and plants. All items 
should be clean and in good condition. To 
order plants, call Deb Murray at 635-8887. 
The deadline for plant orders is Friday, May 
2. 
 
Items may be brought to church and placed in 
the little room to the left of the stage in the 
Fellowship Hall, after we have moved back 
into the sanctuary. If you can help with the 
May Fest, or if you have questions, please call 
any of the chairpersons or call Marilyn Brands 
at 223-5717. Let’s make this a great success! 
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THE HISTORY CORNER 

By Joan Traver 
 

Important Historical Dates 

         
As our Celebration year grows closer and 

interior work on the building is nearing 

completion, people are beginning to ask when 

certain events took place over the years.  Here is 

a list of the major occurrences in our church life 

from its earliest year.  Of course this doesn’t 

include any of the mission outreach or the 

ministering to one another that has been and 

will continue to be the real work of the church. 

 

 1765 – 1st minister, Wheeler Case, installed 

 1770 – Wooden church built 

 1801 – “Parsonage Farm” – located 1 mile east 

   of village on present Route 44, where 

   ministers lived   1801 – 1869 

 1848 – Present brick church built 

 1869 – Parsonage built next to the church 

   (parsonage farm sold) 

 1886 – Chapel built at rear of church building 

 1905 – Stained glass windows and current 

   pews installed 

 1933 – Cottage built 

 1956 – Chapel demolished; educational  

   building constructed   

 1965 – 200th Anniversary celebrated 

 1972 – Parsonage sold to Pleasant Valley 

   Library 

 2000 – Elevator installed 

 

Chair Care 
Before there were pews in the choir loft, the 

choir sat in a set of wooden armchairs with 

caned seats.  Five of these chairs remain. 

Ottto Rossway recaned one.  It is in the 1st 

floor elevator vestibule. Don Traver has 

recaned 3 others and will complete the 

remaining 1.  Those 3 are now in the parlor. 

They can hold up to 200 pounds but not 

contact with knees or feet as this would 

destroy the cane.  These chairs, nearly 100 

years old, are part of our church’s heritage.  

We should enjoy them but treat them with 

loving care. 

250th COOKBOOK!!  
    Recipes are needed for 250th 
church anniversary cookbook!  
For your convenience, you can 

add recipes to our cookbook by typing them 
into our online account!  Go to the website 
http://www/typensave.com/get-started/ The 
church username is: pvpres and the password 
is: 6353289 .  It is really easy to use and your 
contributions are greatly appreciated! YES, you 
can still submit recipes on a paper recipe form!  
They are located by the recipe collection box, at 
the church office or see Jean Albrecht, Barbara 
Huneke, Joyce Brower, or Tracy Keck.   

Honoring Those  
Who Served Their Country 

 

As the Anniversary Committee is making plans 
and looking for church history in closets and 
drawers, we came across a plaque honoring 
members of our church families who served their 
country in the military. We know that there are 
many others, both before and after this plaque, 
so we feel it is a good time to collect those 
names, past and present, as part of our church’s 
history. 
 

We would like the names and time period of 
service, all branches of the service, for our 
records. We want to list church members and 
their family members who served, including 
people who are already deceased. It is not 
necessary for the military service to coincide with 
church membership. For example, if you served 
your country and joined our church at a later 
time, we want to include you in our list.  
 

You can give this information to the church office, 
or contact Marilyn Brands at 223-5717 or 
mvbrands@frontiernet.net 
 

Thank you, thank you for your help with this 
project! 
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To add names to the prayer list, submit a written request to 
the pastor, or call the Church Office.   

Names will be on for 4 weeks and then removed. You may 
request to have a name put back on the list. Please use this 

list in your daily prayers. 

 
Prayers for Bob Beverly (religious counselor) who is 

struggling with health issues. 
Prayers for Monica Scharff (Karen Haight’s son-in-

law’s mother). 
Prayers for Gabby Wilkins (Friend of Linda Halliday) 

who is undergoing surgery. 
Prayers for Jim Tyger (member) who is home 

recovering from surgery. 
Prayers for Josie (Dara Brands’s Aunt) who is a 

caregiver for her mother and experiencing the 
everyday challenges of being a caregiver. 

Prayers for Dan Forward (Harriet Mark’s son-in-law’s 
father) who is battling bone cancer. 

Prayers for Shirley Kinne (Harriet Mark’s son-in-law’s 
sister) who is battling cancer. 

Prayers for Lynda (Pastor Shawn’s sister in love) who 
has a spot on her lung. 

Prayers for Dick Walker (member) who is in Lutheran 
Care recovering from a medical procedure. 

Prayers for Jack Kessinger (Barbara Huneke’s 
brother-in-law) who is being treated for lung 
cancer. 

Prayers for Joan Smith (Member) who is struggling 
with health issues. 

Prayers for Skip Walker (Member) who is in Lutheran 
Care (221N) recovering from hip surgery. 

Prayers for Brittany Sullivan Albrecht (Jean’s 21 
year old granddaughter in-law) who is receiving  
radiation treatment. 

Prayers for Nathan Wells (Friend of Irena Morse) who 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor. 

Prayers for Vicki (Chesney’s mom) who is struggling 
with health issues. 
Prayers for Rick Fay (member) who is struggling with 
health issues. 
Prayers for Bob Belton (member) who is struggling 
with health issues. 
Prayers for Edith Provencher (Donna Sheak’s 

mother) who is struggling with health issues. 
Prayers for Alan & Ruth  Arnfield (Evelyn Frank’s 

parents) who are struggling with health issues. 
Prayers for Bert (Karen Haight’s Uncle) who is 
struggling with health issues. 
Prayers for Eiluned Aikman who is struggling with 
health issues. 
Prayers for John & Jane Barden (members) who are 
struggling with health issues. 

Prayers for Carl Freiberg (past member) who is 
struggling with health issues. 
Prayers for Jesse (Karen Haight’s niece) who is 
struggling with health issues. 
Prayers for Wylee Marie Spera (granddaughter of 
Frank & Cindy Spera). 
Prayers for Sandy Holdiman (Jack Smith’s sister) 

who is battling cancer. 
Prayers for Georgina Sorcie (friend of Brian Franks) 

who is battling cancer. 
Prayer for Jennifer (Karen’s Cousin) who is battling 

cancer. 
Prayers for Anita Wolf (Roxanne Wolf’s mother) who 

is battling cancer. 
Prayers for Iris Riccardi (member) who is battling 

cancer. 
Prayers for Gina Beckman(friend of Andrea 

Kirchhoff) who is battling cancer. 
Sympathy prayers for the Brandow Family on the 

death of Pattie Thomas (Judy Brandow’s 
cousin). 

Sympathy prayers for Fran Traver and family on the 
death of her mom, Connie Hewlett. 

 

April Birthdays 

Evan Albrecht, Aly Belton, Terry 

Fleming, Barbara Huneke, Melissa 

Lasher, William Mark III, Sue 

Morey, Irena Morse, Beth Murphy,  

Christopher Palestro, Jeffrey 

Palestro, John Thurston, Helen 

Traver, Jim Tyger, Dick Walker, 

Angel Wenzel. 

 
April Anniversaries 

Jim & Mary Albrecht 
Jerry & Alta Conklin 
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COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
EVERY THURSDAY 

At 10 a.m. 
At Panera Bread, On Route 44 
Across the street from Adam’s. 

Friendship Callers 

April 15th  

9:00 a.m. 
The Friendship Callers will 

meet on Tuesday, April 15th to go visit our 

shut-ins.  All are welcome.  We meet in the 

Yellow Room at 9:30 a.m.  Any questions 

please call Joan Smith at 635-3687. 

 Homeless Shelter 

Meal 

Tuesday, April 8 4pm 

 
Please consider joining us to help prepare the 

meal for the Homeless Shelter!  Thank you to 

everyone who committed to this meal by 

sending in a monthly donation.  Your 

contribution enables a hearty meal made for 

hungry people in our community. Any items 

still needed will be listed the Sunday bulletin. 

Questions… please see Evie Franks.                           

Stewardship 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
reminds us of what Stewardship 
really is: more than giving money 

to our church, the grateful response to Christ’s 
redeeming love, a trust from God, for the 
benefit of all people.  Please keep these 
thoughts in mind as you prayerfully consider 
your gift.  Please give your donations by Easter 
Sunday. Thank you!  Stewardship Committee 

May PRES  

All articles and information 

for the May PRES must be 

given to Wendy by April 

25th.  Articles may  be emailed to the 

c h u r c h  e m a i l  a d d r e s s : 

secretary@pvpresby.org. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE YOUTH GROUP 

AND ALL THE 

PARTICIPANTS OF THE 

TALENT SHOW! 

IT WAS AN AEWSOME 

NIGHT OF GREAT 

TALENT! 



April 2014                   Page 8 



April 2014                   Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

By Melissa Palestro, CE Coordinator 

PVChristianEd@gmail.com 

The Youth Group Talent 

Show was a huge success. 

Thank you so much to 

everyone who helped make 

it a fantastic night. Thank 

you to all the youth and 

adults who shared their 

talents with us. Who knew we had so many 

talented people in our church family? Thank 

you to all the talented bakers who provided 

refreshments. We raised over $400 for youth 

group programs.  

 

The second and third grade class 

continues to collect pull-tabs for the 

Ronald McDonald House.  Tabs can 

be dropped off in the Sunday school 

office or to any second or third 

grader.  

 

Recipes are still needed for the 

250th cookbook. Please 

encourage your child to add his 

or her favorite family recipe to 

the collection.  

 

Join us for the Annual Sunday 

School Easter Egg Hunt on 

Palm Sunday, Sunday, April 13, 

2014 after church.  

 

Mark your calendar. Youth Sunday 

will be Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 

2014.  

 

Vacation Bible 

School! 

Vacation Bible School 

planning is in full 

swing. Weird Animals: Where Jesus’ Love is 

One-of-a-Kind will be July 7 – 14 from 9-

noon each day with a closing program on 

Friday evening. Registration is now open! 

We’re looking for VBS volunteers to help 

set-up, clean-up, and run our 2014 program. 

Come sign up during coffee hour on April 

27. If you’d like more information email 

Melissa at PVChristianEd@gmail.com.   

We’ll be posting a wish list of supplies soon. 

Right now we know we need 8 oz bottles of 

water to help keep our VBS children and 

volunteers hydrated. If you’d like to donate 

some 8 oz bottles of water, drop them off in 

the CE office. We also need some new first 

aid kits this year. We need kits that contain 

bandages, disposable gloves, antibiotic 

ointment, and instant cold packs.  

 

Needed by Joan Traver for our 
History Book: 

  
Photos of the IMPACT group and 
of the Appalachian Service 
Project participants.    

VBS  

JULY 7 - 14th! 

Don’t Miss It! 
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Vacation Bible School Registration Form 

 First Presbyterian Church of  Pleasant Valley 

 July 7– 11, 2014 

 Ages 4—12 
 

 

Child’s Name:               

Parent’s Name(s):             

Address:                

Age:     Grade:      Date of  Birth:      

T-Shirt Size:        Email Address:        

Phone Numbers: 

Home Phone #:              

Work #:       Cell#:        

Allergies/Medical Concerns:            

               

Emergency Contacts: 

1. Name/Relation:        Phone:      

2. Name/Relation:        Phone:      

List the names, phone number, & relationship of  the people who may pick this child 

up from VBS each day:            

              

               

Any other information that you feel the directors need to know about your child:  

              

               

Please return to the church office. 
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First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 664, 1576 Main St. 

Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Church Staff & Committee Chairs 
 

Pastor’s Study   Reverend Shawn Zanicky 635-3289 ext. 11 

Pastor’s Residence       723-4419 

Office, Secretary   Wendy Cady   635-3289 ext. 10 

     Fax Line   635-3382 

Bell Choir & Sr. Vocal Choir Jerry Conklin   635-8178  

Jr. Vocal & Bell Choir Directors Alta & Jerry Conklin  635-8178 

Organist    Alta Conklin   635-8178 

Clerk of Session   Marilyn Brands  223-5717 

Sexton    Keith Daley   635-3194 

Treasurer    Wayne Sauer  635-1533 

Mission Treasurer   David Brands  223-5717 

Coordinator Christian Ed.  Melissa Palestro  635-3289 ext. 12  

 

Committee    Chair 

Christian Education   Karen Haight   635-2632 

Finance    Richard Walker  635-2906 

Personnel    Gary Murphy   868-7298 

Stewardship/Church Growth Jerry Conklin   635-8178 

Worship    Judy Brandow  635-2045  

Nominating     Greg Clark   849-2199 

Technology    Kenneth Brands  632-1714   


